MEMORANDUM

TO:
Mayor Martha Neitzel and Members of the City Council

FROM:
John R. Lebegue, Building and Safety Official

DATE:
June 21, 2016
RE:
Results of on-street parking restriction survey and proposed amendment to City Code pertaining to the prohibition of the parking of certain vehicles on City property.
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND OF SUBJECT MATTER:

The parking of trailers, boats, RV’s and other types of equipment on City streets has long posed a problem for the City of Lincoln, as the current City Code requirements are difficult for the Police Department to enforce. This matter was discussed at length by the City Council in 2012, but ultimately no amendments were made to the City Code in regard to the matter.  The parking of these types of items continue to obstruct City streets, making it unsafe for vehicles traveling the streets and interfere with snow plowing operations.  Given the unsafe conditions that the parking of trailer, boats and other personal items parked on the City street pose, members of the City Council directed staff to compile the relevant information on this matter for further discussion and consideration by the City Council. The current City Code language pertaining to the parking of vehicles on the public street is as follows:

Section 9-5-10:  Parking to Obstruct Prohibited

(A) No person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle upon any street in such manner or under such conditions as to leave available less than ten feet (10’) of the width of the roadway for free movement of traffic, except that a driver may stop temporarily during the actual loading or unloading of passengers or when necessary in obedience to traffic regulations or traffic signs or signals of a police officer.

(B) Further, the following are declared obstructions to traffic:

1. The parking of a motor vehicle, camper, trailer, boat or other personal property (hereinafter called “vehicle”) upon any of the streets of the city for longer than seventy two (72) hours consecutively without moving the vehicle, shall constitute an obstruction of the street.

2. A further obstruction shall be deemed to have arisen under the following conditions: It shall be the duty of the owner of any vehicle parked on any street or alley in the city to remove the vehicle from the street or alley within twenty four (24) hours after snow has fallen to a depth of over one inch (1”) in the city.  A failure to remove the motor vehicle within the twenty four (24) hour period shall be deemed an obstruction of the street or alley.

      (C)
A vehicle which constitutes an obstruction, as herein set forth, shall be deemed to be in violation
of the provisions of this chapter and is declared to be a nuisance.  It may be abated by any police officer by impounding such vehicle and by removing and conveying such vehicle or by causing such vehicle to be removed to a vehicle pound.  A vehicle pound is declared to be any suitable place designated by the police department of the city as a vehicle pound.  The owner or operator of said vehicle may have it removed from such impoundment by paying the cost of towing and impounding of the vehicle together with all fines and penalties as provided in this title.  The right to impound shall be in addition to any other remedy provided herein.  The registered owner of the vehicle at the time of the violation shall be presumed to be the violator, as well as the vehicle itself, and the actual operator thereof. 



ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Following the direction of the City Council staff again conducted an extensive survey of comparable municipalities regarding specific regulations pertaining to the prohibition of parking of trailers, boats, RVs, and other equipment on public streets and ways. Following are the municipalities that were surveyed and the relevant ordinance language from each of the surveyed communities: 

SPRINGFIELD

79.22:
Parking trailers outside tourist camps

(a) It shall be unlawful, within the limits of the city, for any person to park any trailer on any street, alley, or highway or other public place.

PEORIA

Section 28-251:  Trailers and commercial vehicles

No trailer can be parked on street for a longer period than is necessary for the reasonably expeditious loading and unloading.

DECATUR

Chapter 34: Traffic

22.) The parking of detached trailers or detached semi-trailers is hereby prohibited on streets and alleys at any time. 

WASHINGTON

Section 72.19:  Parking on Residential Streets

No person shall stand or park any truck, motor home, tractor, semi-trailer, trailer, boat or bus on any street for a longer period than is necessary for the reasonably expeditious loading or unloading of such vehicles.

GALESBURG

Section 28-278:  Parking trailers and motor homes on streets

It shall be unlawful for any person to park any trailer, house trailer, pole trailer, travel trailer, semi-trailer, motor home, mini motor home, van camper, or any tractor connected to either a trailer or semi-trailer on any street for more than 8 continuous hours.

STREATOR

Chapter 10.16.020:  Parking of trucks and other vehicles on public right-of-way prohibited

It is unlawful for any person to park a truck tractor, bus, trailer, house trailer, recreational vehicle, special mobile equipment, boat, or airplane within any alley, highway, street, right-of-way or public property located within the city.

EFFINGHAM

Section 25-5, (D):  In a residential district, no recreational vehicle or trailer may park other than on private property and shall not cause a visibility obstruction at the intersection of street right-of-way.  No vehicle or trailer shall be used as a dwelling while parked on private property.

CANTON

Section 9-5-16:  Parking of Trailers, Motor Homes and Non-motorized vehicles on street.

B.  Parking Prohibited:  It shall be unlawful for any person to park, or permit to be parked, any trailer, motor home, or non-motorized vehicle which is owned, operated, controlled by, or registered to such person, on any street, alley, or other public way within the corporate limits of the city.

KEWANEE

Section 97.027:  Obstruction of Streets and Alleys Prohibited

No automobile, vehicle, truck, wagon, trailer or conveyance shall be permitted to park, stand, remain in or obstruct any public street or alley in the city unless said automobile, vehicle, truck, wagon, trailer or conveyance is making deliveries to an adjacent site, or is a service vehicle directly related to work being done at an adjacent site.  During loading, unloading or servicing, the automobile, vehicle, truck, wagon, trailer or conveyance or other obstruction shall remain in such public street or alley only a reasonable length of time.

OTTAWA
Section 102-156:  Parking prohibited in certain places.

(d)  No trailers shall be allowed to stand or park upon any street, alley or city parking lot, exception an emergency, unless attached to the vehicle that normally would pull the same; but for no more than 90 minutes, unless loading or unloading from or to and actual premises on a normal continuous basis, except that a boat trailer, when attached to the vehicle that would normally pull the same, may park in specially designated areas in a park or city parking lot for a period not to exceed 24 hours.  All such specifically designated areas shall be prominently posted with said time restriction.
MATTOON

Section 72.05:  Prohibited Vehicles

(A)  The following vehicles are prohibited from being parked on any city right-of-way in excess of 30 minutes:

(1)  Any trailer;

(2)  Motor home;

(3)  Campers;

(4)  Boat/boat trailer;

(5)  Unlicensed vehicle

(B)  There shall be an exception which allows for service trailers owned by contractors to park a trailer adjacent to a property where the contractor is making improvements.  This exception shall only apply during the period the contractor is working on the site and can extend through evenings, but in no case longer than seven days.

As the results of the survey indicate, the types of vehicles prohibited to be parked on city streets differs from each of the surveyed municipalities, but all of the surveyed municipalities prohibit the parking of trailers on city streets.  

FISCAL IMPACT

No fiscal impact
RECOMMENDATION
Upon review of the ordinance language of the surveyed municipalities, staff recommends the following amendments be made to Section 9-5-10 (B) of the City Code (language to be removed is struck through, with new language underlined):

Section 9-5-10:  Parking to Obstruct Prohibited:

(B) 
Further, the following are declared obstructions to traffic:

1. The parking of a motor vehicle, camper, trailer, boat or other personal property (hereinafter called “vehicle”) upon any of the streets of the city for longer than seventy two (72) hours consecutively without moving the vehicle, shall constitute an obstruction of the street.  The parking of a trailer, camper, recreational vehicle, boat or other personal property upon any of the streets, alleys and rights-of-ways of the city for a longer period than is necessary for the reasonably expeditious loading or unloading of such vehicles is prohibited and shall constitute an obstruction of the street.

Place on the agenda for the regular City Council meeting on July 5, 2016 for final approval of amendments to Section 9-5-10, (B) of the City Code.
